Renaissance Integrates Lexile® Measures
Frequently Asked Questions
Renaissance Learning has added support for Lexile measures, and now you can choose to display Lexile
measures in STAR Reading and AR BookFinder. (Note: Lexile measures will be added to AR soon.) If you desire,
you can view Lexile reader measures and a ZPD reported in Lexile book measures in most STAR Reading reports.
In order to help connect every student to the right book, AR BookFinder is now reporting Lexile book measures.

How does Lexile compare to ATOS?
ATOS and Lexile measures are both valid and reliable measures of text complexity that provide a basis for
matching students to reading materials. As with all readability formulas, the resulting value is an estimate of the
understandability of the text. The resulting value is placed on a scale to match books to students’ reading
achievement levels. ATOS formula results are expressed on a grade level scale. The Lexile scale ranges from
below 200L for beginning readers and beginning-reader materials to above 1600L for advanced readers and
materials.
For more information on The Lexile® Framework for Reading and how Lexile measures are calculated, visit
https://lexile.com/about-lexile/lexile-overview/.
For more information on ATOS and how it is calculated, visit
http://www.renaissance.com/Products/Accelerated-Reader/Text-Complexity .

Why would I choose to display Lexile measures?
You may consider using Lexile measures if your state or district has adopted the use of Lexile measures or if the
books in your school library are labeled with Lexile measures. Most Renaissance Learning customers employ
ATOS and we encourage its continued use. However, we are happy to provide options so you can choose what
works best for your school or district.

How do I select to display Lexile measures on my STAR Reading reports?
A district or school level administrator sets the Lexile® Measures preference at the school level. Once this
preference is set to display Lexile measures, the measures will automatically be included on key reports. For
more details on how to set this preference, please see page 206 of the STAR Reading Software Manual.

Once the preference is set, where will I see the Lexile measures?
When the Lexile® Measures preference is set in STAR Reading, the Lexile measure will be included on the Annual
Progress Report, Diagnostic Report, Growth Report, Screening Report, Student Progress Monitoring Report,
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Summary Report, Test Record Report, Student Instructional Planning Report, Student State Standards Reports,
and on the Student Details in the Record Book.
You will also see the ZPD reported in Lexile measures on the Annual Progress Report, Diagnostic Report, Parent
Report (English or Spanish), Reading Range Report, Screening Report, Student Instructional Planning Report,
Summary Report, Test Record Report, and on the Student Details in the Record Book.

How do I select to display Lexile measures on AR BookFinder?
When searching for books in AR BookFinder, select Show Lexile® Measure from the Advanced Search tab. You
will then see the book’s Lexile measure alongside other book information on the search results and book details
pages. This also allows you to search for books within a specific range of Lexile measures.

What happened to ATOS 2000?
The ATOS 2000 (and corresponding ZPD 2000) measures are going away and will be replaced with Lexile
measures. We will now have the option of using two of the most recognized readability formulas, ATOS and The
Lexile Framework for Reading.

Are other products going to support Lexile measures, including AR?
Yes. Lexile measures are coming soon to Accelerated Reader and most other Renaissance Learning
applications. However, we have no plans to support The Quantile® Framework for Mathematics or Quantile®
measures at this time.

How does Renaissance Learning calculate the Lexile measure for a student?
MetaMetrics’® psychometricians worked with psychometricians at Renaissance Learning to do a comprehensive
linking study. MetaMetrics has experience linking the Lexile scale to many reading tests and has partnered with
state departments of education and other test publishers. The STAR Reading and Lexile® Framework linking
study was completed using data from over 250,000 students and an analysis of over 2,500 STAR Reading items
and over 200 Lexile items. The linking study conducted by MetaMetrics facilitates the reporting of certified
Lexile measures for your students using STAR Reading.

How does Renaissance Learning calculate the Lexile measure for a book?
Renaissance Learning receives the certified Lexile book measures from MetaMetrics. The Renaissance reported
Lexile measures will be identical to the Lexile measures reported in other applications and web sites. The
certified Lexile measures are shown as a number with an “L” after it. In some instances, a certified Lexile
measure may not be available. To support these texts, Renaissance Learning will display an estimate of Lexile
text measure based on a study conducted by MetaMetrics using ATOS Book Levels.
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Why is there a gap between my student’s Lexile® measure and the suggested
Lexile® ZPD?
In order to understand the difference between the Lexile Measure and the Lexile ZPDs we must first take a look
at each score individually to understand how they are calculated.
How does Renaissance Learning calculate the student’s Lexile® measure?
MetaMetrics’® psychometricians worked with psychometricians at Renaissance Learning to do a comprehensive
linking study. MetaMetrics has experience linking the Lexile scale to many reading tests and has partnered with
state departments of education and other test publishers. The STAR Reading and Lexile® Framework linking
study was completed using data from over 250,000 students and an analysis of over 2,500 STAR Reading items
and over 200 Lexile items. The linking study conducted by MetaMetrics facilitates the reporting of certified
Lexile measures for your students using STAR Reading.
How does Renaissance Learning calculate the Lexile® ZPD?
The Lexile® ZPD column represents Renaissance ZPDs reported in Lexile measures. The Lexile ZPDs were
calculated using a second linking study that linked ATOS to the Lexile scale. This study was also completed by
MetaMetrics. Our ZPDs have been evaluated extensively and found to be a reliable way to guide students’
independent reading practice. Please note that the reading range guidelines that are part of The Lexile®
Framework for Reading follow a different approach. More information about Lexile reading ranges can be found
here https://lexile.com/about-lexile/lexile-overview/. Schools can choose which reading range they want to
implement when helping students find books. Renaissance software supports our ZPDs.
Now that you understand the difference between these two scores, it is important to take into consideration the
most important factor, the student. The ZPD for any student is a starting point and Lexile ZPDs are no
exception. Given the information you know about the student, ask yourself, would the student be able to read
the books that are within the suggested ZPD? Do you feel the student's Lexile measure is a closer
representation of what the student will be successful with? You can use the Advanced Search tab of AR
BookFinder to look for books within specific Lexile measure ranges. As students begin to read, monitor their
progress closely to see whether these initial ZPDS are a good fit and make adjustments along the way if needed.

The Lexile® measure reported in STAR Reading is different than the Lexile
measure I received from another assessment. Why?
The white paper Managing Multiple Measures, produced by MetaMetrics, explains the differences you
sometimes see when looking at Lexile measures from different assessments. The excerpt from the Summary of
the whitepaper explains this best, but more details can be found in the complete paper.
"The availability of a common scale enables one to compare the results from two assessments to have a better
understanding of a child' reading ability or mathematical understanding. … If assessments are measuring the
same construct… then we should expect the results to be consistent (within measurement error). However, we
should never expect to replicate scores exactly from two assessments when there are differences in the stakes
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attached to the results (purpose for administering the assessments), the format (both in terms of how the items
appear and how they are administered), the test-session environment and/or the test administration
procedures.
Where differences exist for individual students, the test administrations should be reviewed and evaluated to
determine which measure is more reflective of the individual student's true ability. Each individual measure
should always be evaluated in terms of its relationship to the other measures to monitor a student's true
growth."
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